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zne political attitude and reliability of the Polish Armed Forces., 
J ncluded ^n^j the report are lists of (a) h igh-ranking officers who , 


- Jwould be likely to oppose Gomulka and advocate a 

return to a Stalinist policy and (b) high-ranking* officers who are 
considered pro-Western sympathizers. 
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Polltlcal Attitude and Reliability of the Polish Armed Forces 


Existence of an organized antl-Qomulka group within the Polish 
Armed Forces v 


1 . 


After the political developments which took place in 1956, some 
officers felt that the Gomulka’s "democratization "program should 
not be applied to the $trmed forces. They were afraid, that should 
this program be put into effect, the officers would lose a certain 
amount of prestige and authority established during the pre-Gomulka 
period. Many realized that they might either be transferred to 
lesser positions or released from the armed forces because of the 
political affiliation which they had previously professed. It 
seemed, however, that the majority of the high-ranking officers 
who remained in the Poli sh armed forces after 1956 assumed a 
"sit and wait" attitude. [ j 
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I /attributed this primarily to the 

atmosphere of distrust created by the existence of an extensive 
informer system which operated within the armed forces. 


2. following high ranking officers would be 

likely to oppose Qomulka and advocate a return to a Stalinist 50X1 -HUM 
policy; 


a. Major General WITASZEWSKI (fnu) - Polish Military Attache in 
Prague, C ze choslovakia. * 
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Major General Leszek KRZEMIEN - Polish represe ntative to the 
United Nations Armistice Commission in Korea;, 1 


50X1 -HUM 


c. Major General Janusz ZARZYCKI - Chief of the Main Political 
Administration of the Polish Armed Forces and Vice Minister of 
Defense. 1 


50X1 -HUM 


C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/13 : CIA-RDP80T00246A047900010001-9 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/09/13 : CIA-RDP80T00246A047900010001-9 


50X1 -HUM 


C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L 


d. Brigadier Oeneral BLUM (fnu) - Chief of the Propaganda Section 

of the Mai n Political Administration of the Poli sh Armed 

Forces. j 


e. Brigadier General MALKO (fnu) - First Deputy Chief of the Ma in 
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Political Administration of the Polish Armed Forces. 
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f. Colonel Z AMOY SKI (fnu) - Deputy Chief of the Propaganda Section 
of t he Main Political Administration of the Polish Armed Forces. 
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g. Brigadier or Major General KAMINSKI (fnu) - Deputy Comman der of 
the Main Administration of the Tank and Motorized Forces. \ 


h. Brigadier General Josef GRBANOWICZ - Deputy Commander for 
Political Affairs of the Maritime Military District . 


i. Rear Admir al Zdl slaw STUDZ1NSKI - Commander of the Polish Naval 
Forces. / 
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Pro-Western group 


The majority of officers who were suspected of pro-Western leanings 
were purged from the armed forces prior to Oomulka's ascension to 
power o Despite these purges* however* up to 


50 percent of the officers presently serving In the a rmed forces 
symp athized secretly w ith the West. l 
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Among the high ranking officers, the following were 
considered pro-Western sympathizers? 
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Major General KUROPIESKA (fnu) - Commander of the Warsaw Military 
Dis trie to He was appointed to this post In 1956, J 
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bo Rear Admiral WISNIEWSKI (fnu) - Chief of Staff of the Polish 
Naval Forces. 
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c „ Major Gene ral PREY -BIELECKI (fnu) - Commander of the Polish 


Air Force . 
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General Morale and Attitude Toward the West 


a majority of the Polish people (up to about 
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80 percent) would be unwilling to fight on the Soviet side against 
the United States* Great Britain* or Prance, The train reason for 
this was the traditional Polish sympathy for these countries* and 
the equally traditional animosity toward the Russians* which Mad 
existed in Poland for centuries and still remained strong to the 
present time. The majority of the Polish population was generally 
aware that the Western nations enjoyed both a higher standard of 
living and a greater political freedom. As far as the military 
aspect was concerned* the general opinion prevailed that the 
Western powers possessed better technical equipment and greater 
resources to produce the armament necessary to win a nuclear war. 

World War II caused tremendous destruction and loss of lives in 
Poland* and this fact would never be forgotten by the Polish people* 

Furthermore, the Polish people were fearful 50X1 -HUM 
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that Poland would suffer an even greater deva station in th e event 

of a nuclear war. However, a point on which the over- 50X1 -HUM 

whelming majority of Poles were in complete accord was that they 

would not like to live under another German occupation., The 

Communists were aware of this popular frame of mind, and were 

constantly directing their propaganda campaign to intensify this 

hatred against the Germans „ The propaganda line of the Communists 

continuously stressed that the Western Allies were arming West 

Germany and reviving "German m ilitarism" to be eventually directed 

against Poland, and with the aim of reconquering the western parts 

of Poland previously held by the Germans. At the same time, the 

propaganda campaign asserted that the Soviet Union waB the only 

great power which took a definite stand with respect to the present 

Polish western borders, and guaranteed to defend this stand by 

force if necessary. German participa-soxi-HUM 

tion on the Western side, in any future East-West conflict, would 

force Poland to wholeheartedly support the Soviet Union, in order 

not to fall once more under German domination. 

Extent of Satisfaction or Dissatisfaction of the Polish General 
Staff with the Warsaw Pact 

6 . | I 50X1 -H UK 

i i 


majority of the officers realized that the Warsaw Pact was an In- 
strument of Soviet policy designed mainly to protect Soviet interests 
and to establish a more effective control over the armed forces of 
other Communist Bloc countries in the event of an East-feat conflict 0 

Respective Degree of Reliability of Polish Alr fl Grounds and Naval 
Forces 

1 50X1 -HUM 

Jo | lit would be impossible to accurately predict the 

degree of reliability of various branches of the Polish Armed Forces 
in the event of an East-West conflict 0 Both the Polish General 
Staff and the Soviet General Staff were fully aware of Polish senti- 
ments toward the Westo Under the Warsaw Pact * by virtue of con- 
trolling the "Unified Command / 1 the Soviet Union could resort to\ 
several measures calculated to increase the reliability of the 
Polish armed forces toward the Soviet cause during a future Eadt- 
West conflict, Some of these measures would be as followss 

a P Deploy Polish units on the front sectors where they would be 
opposed by the Germans » 

b„ Integrate Polish units with larger Soviet units instead of per *7 
mitting the Polish units to operate Independently, 
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